[Malignant tropical malaria in native Africans living in a large city].
The clinical and laboratory features of severe Plasmodium falciparum-induced malaria were analyzed in 91 adult patients living a large African city. Within a week, 52 patients developed the disease from the manifestations of overall intoxication to the complete picture of severe malaria accompanied by coma. Fifty eight patients were found to be residents of Conakry and 54 of them left the city 2 months before the malaria attack. Eighty one patients had experienced malaria, including 38 patients had 1-2 attacks in the past year. The patients were parenterally treated with quinine in a dose of 750-850 mg of the active ingredient for 24 hours during 4.1 +/- 1.7 days at hospital. In 17 of 34 patients, parasitemia disappeared from single to 5-10 parasites and more in the field of thick drop field, in the other 17 patients it decreased from 5-10 to single parasites at recovery. Twenty four comatose patients died at days 3-8 of hospital stay, most of them had symptoms of oligoanuria. The high cost of hospitalization and specific drugs were the reasons for late referral to hospital and for the use of low daily and course doses of quinine. The necessity of reviewing the principal trends of a national malaria control programme.